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Recently, I attended a lecture by Arun Gandhi, the grandson of Mahatma Gandhi.  I used 

my iPhone to take notes as he spoke:  “Technology that enslaves us is no gift.”  The 

irony wasn’t lost on me, and I almost stopped taking notes to just listen, but then he 

said, “If it (technology) endangers human relationships, it is a problem.  Draw limits.”  I 

loved that message, so I noted it on my phone, which helped me remember it, 

internalize it. 

After that lecture, I dreamt about an old-fashioned toy that my father made for us: a 

teeter-totter from my childhood.  He painted it white and designed a horse-head with 

leather reins for each end.  It was a thing of beauty, the wind-blown manes brought to 

life with shading and 

highlighting.  We balanced on it 

in every possible way, including 

Olga Korbutting from end to 

end.  That night I wasn’t 

dreaming of the wild movement 

that my brother and I loved.  I 

was dreaming of balance, legs 

dangling in mid-air; my favorite 

part of the whole thing.  

As adults, we crave balance, 

which is why PCIRA decided to 

offer a low-tech edition of The 

Reading Forecaster to equalize 

last fall’s high-tech edition.  Yes, we see the results of technology— we know technology 

enhances our classroom as we watch students melt into their iPad projects or write 

about the visual thinking featured in the NY Times Photojournalism blog.  But it’s not 

enough to offer students technology; we want to offer them forays in problem solving 

and creative thinking, the stuff of self-winding learners. 

Thomas Newkirk’s Holding On to Good Ideas in the Time of Bad Ones (2009) helped me 

regain my teaching balance:  his argument for parity between reading and writing was a 

wonderful reminder of my teaching life before NCLB knocked the wind out of writing 

instruction.  His chapter on expressive writing reminded me that imitating our favorite 

authors is perhaps the best idea worth holding on to.  And when the CCSS features 

exemplar texts with an average copyright date of 1801 for ninth-tenth grade literature, I 

know Newkirk’s third idea of using popular culture as a literacy tool will bring an 

inspiring balance to overwhelmed readers and their teachers. 

In this issue, I trust that you’ll find balance in powerful low-tech ideas worth hanging 

onto as well as a forage into close reading, and snapshots of our elementary, middle 

school and high school classrooms.  Happy Reading! 

Welcome Message 

Issue 

Theme: 

Literacy  
Unplugged  

By Joan Flora, PCIRA Co-President, Canby School District 
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Did you know that if you are a member of the Portland Reading Association you are also a 

member of the Oregon Reading Association?  While PCIRA plans events and professional 

development on a local level, the state organization undertakes support for literacy 

educators throughout the state with a variety of programs and 

their ORAcle newsletter.  You can learn more about ORA at their 

newly revamped – and continually evolving – website, 

www.oregonread.org.   

One important role of the ORA is to provide professional 

development institutes throughout the year.  The next event will 

be the Summer Writing Institute at the Eugene Hilton on Aug. 

16th, featuring Nancy Johnson.  Please visit the ORA website for 

more detailed information.  And if you’re looking ahead to next 

year, you might want to save the dates of February 7th and 8th, 

2014 for the Winter Institute which will feature Stephanie and 

Jeffrey Wilhelm! 

If you teach in the primary grades, you probably already know about the Patricia Gallagher 

Picture Book Award given each year to a picture book voted on by Oregon school 

children.  This year students selected The Lion’s Share by Matthew McElligott with 2815 

votes out of 10,078 total votes.  For more information on the picture books nominated this 

year and to access activities for each book, please click here.  

Information from the  

Oregon Reading Association 

By Barbara Kutusz, Mt. Tabor Middle School, Portland Public School District  

Inspired by the Patricia Gallagher book contest and the book Miss Malarkey 

Leaves No Reader Behind by Judy Finchler and Kevin O’Malley, four third graders from 

St. Anthony School in Tigard, Oregon, officially challenged all St. Anthony students to a 

reading contest.  Students signed up with their classroom teacher.  Participants read 

books that were at least fifty pages in length, recorded the book title and author on the 

form provided by the book club committee, and submitted their completed forms to their 

classroom teacher by December 20, 2012. Students in K-2 were able to read picture books 

and/or read chapter books with an adult.   Individual readers set personal reading goals 

but our book club committee set a school wide goal of 100 books. They advertised,   

“Accept the challenge and read like a 

hawk today!” (The hawk is our school 

mascot.)  On December 20, 2012 the re-

sults were in and it was a huge success.  

Results showed that 32 readers from 

grades K-5 read 245 books!  Readers 

were rewarded with an official “Read Like 

a Hawk” certificate, a special surprise, 

and recognized at an all school assembly. 

A Student Designed Reading Contest 

By Sally Plasker, 3rd grade teacher, Dorothy Courtox, 2nd grade teacher,              
St. Anthony School, Archdiocese of Portland School District 

SNAPSHOT FROM       
ELEMENTARY 

http://www.oregonread.org
http://oregonread.org/2012-2013-patricia-gallagher-nominees/
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17th Annual Africa-American Read-In 

by Nancy Wiebelhaus, Rock Creek Middle School, North Clackamas School District 

The North Portland Branch Library was the setting for the 17th Annual African-

American Read-In. Held on February 10 and sponsored by the Multnomah 

County Library, The Portland Council of the International Reading Association, 

and The Oregon Association of Black School Educators, this event featured 

local celebrities and community leaders reading from works by their favorite 

African-American writers. Reinforcing the notion that African-American litera-

ture is for everyone, more than 60 people attended to listen to Vailey Oehlke, 

Multnomah County Library Director, Michael Alexander, Urban League Presi-

dent and local writer and speaker, S. Renee Mitchell, among other honored 

guests. Portland's African American Read-In is one of many national “chain” of 

read-ins held throughout the country. 
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Five Dynamic Educators Awarded Celebrate 

Literacy Awards 

On May 16th, PCIRA had the pleasure to present Celebrate Literacy awards to five local 

outstanding educators. The following people were nominated by their peers and select-

ed as recipients for this year’s distinguished award, because of their passion and life-

long dedication to literacy.   

Susan Payne 

Susan Payne is the Instructional Coordinator at Tualatin High School in the 

Tigard-Tualatin School District, where she has also been a Language Arts 

and ELL teacher.  As Instructional Coordinator, Susan plans well-received 

staff development activities, helps to assess new students and has been 

instrumental in designing the school’s literacy program and reading classes. 

Her background in ELL allows her to make wise placement choices for Eng-

lish language learners when needed. Additionally, Susan is involved with 

the school’s efforts to close the racial achievement gap. For several years, 

Susan has also been staff advisor for the school’s student literary maga-

zine, “The Wolf”. 

Cathy Doty   

Cathy Doty is a classified staff librarian at Woodstock Elementary 

School in Portland Public Schools. Though not among Portland’s 

small cadre of certified librarian/media specialists, Cathy has 

brought an extraordinary level of professionalism and enthusiasm 

to her position.  Among her many duties, Cathy has created and 

facilitated an articulated K-5 library science lesson and activity 

series, assists students and teachers with book selections, pro-

motes reading through programs such as “Story Book Parade” 

and Read Across America activities.  Besides inspiring countless 

students to love reading, Cathy maintains library collections in 

three languages: English, Spanish and Mandarin Chinese.   

Jen Stearns 

Jen Stearns teaches at Fowler Middle School in the 

Tigard-Tualatin School District.  Her fifteen years of 

teaching have been dedicated to students with special 

needs.  Whether it’s Flashlight Fridays, where students 

sprawl across the classroom reading by flashlight, or in-

viting Timbers soccer players to be guest readers at the 

school’s Family Literacy Night, Jen brings creativity, ded-

ication and enthusiasm to her work.  For the past two 

years Jen has been Site Council Chair, where she has 

implemented an annual Student Showcase so that stu-

dents have a way to share their accomplishments with 

the community, parents and other students.   
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Andrea Shunk 

Andrea Shunk is currently an English/Language Arts teacher at Fir Ridge Campus in 

the David Douglas School District.  Fir Ridge Campus is the District’s alternative 

school for high school students.  Andrea teaches Read 180, English and an inten-

sive reading/writing intervention class.  Her professionalism and enthusiasm have 

resulted in significant gains for her students in both reading and writing.  Andrea 

inspires students through activities like the author lecture she arranged to take 

students to this year.   

Caroline Hay 

Caroline Hay has worked at Tualatin High School in the Tigard-

Tualatin School District for more than 10 years, consistently jug-

gling four or more preps in order for the school to maintain its 

Spanish for Native Speakers program.  In addition to supporting 

the school’s bilingual students in the development of their read-

ing and writing, Caroline has been a dedicated member of the 

school’s book study group for the past six years and maintains 

an extensive bilingual library of books she happily lends to stu-

dents and colleagues.  Caroline has been a devoted and passion-

ate participant in the district’s effort to identify causes and de-

velop solutions to bridge the racial achievement gap.   

 

Get ready. I'm going to tell you about a strategy that can be a great 

way to help your students grasp what you are teaching. It's 

called Preteaching and Previewing. It's when you give your kids a 

little (or big) "heads up" on what they will be learning. That way they 

can come into your lesson with some basic background information 

that will allow them to follow what you are teaching more efficiently. 

Ready? Here we go. 

Today's strategy is called Preteaching and Previewing. It's a fabulous 

way to give your kids a "heads up" on what they will be learning. That way they can come into your lesson 

with some basic background information… 

What? I've already said that? Great! Now you're ready to learn a little more. 

If you have a student who takes a little more time to catch on, giving him or her some information about 

your lesson before you present it to the group will provide some direction for what is important to learn. Try 

providing your student with an outline, a list of key vocabulary words, or even the text that they will be 

reading sometime before you present it to the rest of the group. They could even take it home the night be-

fore. That early introduction gives them extra practice, and as we all know, the more practice your kids get, 

the better chance of academic success. 

And think of how confident this student would be if he or she could come into reading group sounding 

smooth and fluent or being able to join a discussion about a story using key vocabulary. Some of these kids 

never get that chance. Preteaching and Previewing can provide that for them. 

So sneak in some previews for your kids. Popcorn is optional. 

Get Ready for A Sneak Preview 

By Becky Bard, Portland State University GTEP Supervisor 
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A Child’s Garden of Poetry (DVD) by HBO and the Poetry Foundation.  

An inspiring collection of animated poems, live-action classroom scenes and recita-

tions of poems by real-life kids. Likely to bring a tear to the eye of any teacher who 

loves poetry. (K – 6) 
 

Stardines Swim High Across the Sky by Jack Prelutsky.  

Prelutsky strikes again with a collection of fanciful creatures including “Slobsters,” 

“Panteaters,” “Tattlesnakes,” and “Braindeer.” (preS – 3) 
 

My People by Langston Hughes, illus by Charles R. Smith, Jr. 

The classic Langston Hughes poem illustrated with gorgeous black & white por-

traits. (K & up)  
 

Water Sings Blue: Ocean Poems by Kate Coombs, illus by Meilo So. 

Elegant watercolors by award-winning illustrator Meilo So complement this celebration 

of the ocean. (preS – 4) 
 

National Geographic Book of Animal Poetry: 200 poems 

that Squeak, Soar, and Roar! edited by J. Patrick Lewis.  

Vivid color photography brings this collection of classic poetry to 

life. (gr. 1 – 5) 
 

Lemonade and Other Poems Squeezed from a Single Word 

by Bob Raczka.  

Raczka cleverly creates poems out of the letters in a single word. 

(gr. 3 – 8) 
 

Follow, Follow: A Book of Reverso Poems by Marilyn Singer  

Singer’s poems read top-to-bottom and bottom-to-top to give a 

different perspective on each of her fairy tale subjects. (gr. 3 – 6) 
 

A Kick in the Head: An Everyday Guide to Poetic Forms edited by Paul B. 

Janeczko, illus by Chris Raschka. 

Twenty-nine different poetic forms are playfully presented with examples and sim-

ple instructions.  (gr. 3 – 9) 
 

Soft Hay Will Catch You: Poems by Young People 

A lovely book of engaging poems written by students ages 8 to 18. There is tre-

mendous depth in these simple poems. (gr. 4 – 10) 
 

Blue Lipstick: concrete poems by John Grandits.   

Funny, irreverent, cleverly designed concrete poems explore the lives of teens & 

tweens. (gr. 5 – 9) 
 

Poetry Speaks Who I Am edited by Elise Paschen. (Book with 

CD) This collection for teens gathers together works from Yeats 

to Sherman Alexie, Billy Collins, Marilyn Nelson and more. (gr. 6 

– 10) 
 

Time You Let Me In: 25 poets under 25 selected by Naomi 

Shihab Nye.  

Young poets explore cultural identity, class divisions, war, spirit-

uality, family and humanity. (gr. 9 & up) 
 

The Poem I Turn To: Actors and directors present poetry 

that inspires them edited by Jason Shinder. (Book with CD) 

From Shakespeare to Neruda to contemporary poets, profession-

al actors select and recite their favorites in this book/cd collection. (gr. 9 thru adult) 

Poetry for the Classroom 

by Barbara Head, Youth Librarian, Multnomah Public Library  



Penny 
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AA sk Penny 
by Penny Plavala, School Improvement Specialist for the Multnomah ESD 

Dear Penny, 
 
I’ve been slowly taking in all that is CCSS and am not sure I know enough 
about “close reading” to do my students justice.  Can you share your 

resources with me? 

 
Mary in Milwaukie 

Dear Mary, 

Close reading may be a bit intimidating because it’s a big brush stroke, but I have 

some great resources to share: first of all, check out Kelly Gallagher’s Article of the 

Week: http://kellygallagher.org/resources/articles.html.  Each article 

features simple, weekly instructions: 

1. Show evidence of a close reading by marking up the text 

with questions and/or comments. 

2. Write a one-page reflection on your own sheet of paper. 

Author Harvey Daniels recommends breaking text into simple pat-

terns to help students read closing.  For example in a recent ORA 

seminar, he asked readers to mark the text with three simple marks:  

S for symptoms of concussions; C for causes of concussions; SOL for 

solutions to the problem.  As students begin reading more argument-

patterned essays, you could ask them to code a text this way:  A for 

agree; D for disagree; S for solutions. 

You may want to start with short texts as you begin teaching close reading, which 

likely involves revision reading.  A short text invites revision reading more readily than 

the longer texts.  And by short, I mean a paragraph or two.  I like The Week (http://

theweek.com/) for its short, punchy articles.  A simple T-chart of what the text says 

versus what it doesn’t say makes for a spirited classroom discussion, as well as an 

organic exercise in inference.   

As students gain stamina, you’ll move on to longer articles.  And it’s important to give 

students lots of practice in close reading, about three times a week. 

Finally, check out two articles on close reading on my portaportal:  http://

guest.portaportal.com/pplavala.  You’ll find them listed with the Jan. 24 & Feb. 7, 

2013 Literacy Coaches' Network Meetings items. 

http://kellygallagher.org/resources/articles.html
http://theweek.com/
http://theweek.com/
http://guest.portaportal.com/pplavala
http://guest.portaportal.com/pplavala
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   This is the first year my school has embraced the Common Core and to be honest, 

it has thrown some people for a loop. Maybe you can identify with that?  As teachers, 

we often feel our plates are continually piled higher and higher with more “stuff” and 

along the way we see some of our most treasured things fall by the wayside.  For me, 

this feeling can’t be felt more than with the integration of art into my content. We are 

so driven by standards, data, and learning targets that the spark of creativity some-

times to me feels snuffed out.  Hence my purpose in showing you a way to do the 

close reading technique with your students and have it stretch into a creative product 

that marries nicely with the low-tech focus in this issue of The Reading Forecaster. 

Abraham Lincoln is very nouveau right now and that has carried over into my class-

room. Of course, you may be thinking of the critically acclaimed film Lincoln directed 

by Steven Spielberg. Nope, not my 8th graders. They were far more familiar with an-

other Lincoln film,  Abraham Lincoln, Vampire Slayer.  Could I capitalize on that? You 

betcha! 

In my eighth grade reading/literature class, we spent a great deal of time 

this spring reading non-fiction text, especially text related to the book 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson.  If you’ve not read this book, 

it is written by an adult history writer who took his mainstream best sell-

ing book on the assassination of Lincoln called Manhunt and used it to 

created two high interest nonfiction books for young  adult readers.  The 

students find this book both interesting and entertaining. Swanson has 

crafted it in such a way that there is drama, intrigue, and enough grisly 

details to light a fire of interest in middle school readers. While I read 

several well-selected chapters aloud, my students drew Lincoln’s portrait.  

The Common Core tells us to use primary and secondary sources as reading text 

more frequently. So, going with the high interest in Lincoln, I found five letters online 

written to and from Lincoln or written about his era as president. I asked my students 

to practice close reading strategies as they read one letter of their choice.  The close 

reading strategies I used with this text were:  

1st reading:  Read. Read text through to the end 

2nd reading: Chunk the text. The reader draws a line to separate the text into 

chunks. A natural chunk would be the paragraphs, but sometimes the content 

in two paragraphs can be chunked together.  Once the text is chunked, I ask 

the reader to summarize each chunk in 10 words or less in the margin.  

3rd reading:  Underline and make notations with intention. For this piece of 

text, the reader’s job was to determine the purpose of the letter and highlight 

lines in the letter that supports that purpose. In the right margin, they were 

asked to make notes on how or why the highlighted lines support their stated 

purpose for the letter. A common conversation in my classroom is how can 

you use the text to support your opinion, answer, prediction, insight, etc.  

4th reading:  Finding Power in the Text. Using a different colored highlighter, I 

asked the students to highlight powerful words or phrases that stood out in 

Combining Close Reading of Nonfiction 

Text With Free Verse Poetry 

Debbie Tofte, Chehalem Valley Middle School, Newberg School District 

SNAPSHOT FROM       
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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PCIRA Literacy Shout-Outs 

the letter. This task proved to be helpful for them later when I asked them to do 

the poetry activity.  

After close reading, I provided each 

student with a second clean copy of 

the letter they initially chose. This 

letter would be used as the back-

ground text for creating a Black-Out 

Poem on the topic of slavery, aboli-

tionists, the Civil War, John Wilkes 

Booth, or Abraham Lincoln. 

If a Black-Out Poem is new to you, 

poet Austin Kleon created it. He 

uses the newspaper as his back-

ground text in creating his poems. 

Kleon searches for words in the text 

that poetically speak to him and 

blacks out the rest of the text, creating a Black Out Poem. I thought, “why not use text 

we used in our learning for the background text?”  I felt this would allow my students to 

approach the text in a novel way, using a different lens.  This video offers both you and 

your students an insight into what the Black-Out Poem is and how to create one: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqB9kXzJ0UA 

The end results are quite thoughtful.  Though each letter may have been used as the 

background text several times, each student’s poem was unique and spoke a diverse 

poetic message.  When students paired their Black-Out Poem with the portrait they 

drew, they were rather impressed with themselves.  I, on the other hand, was thrilled 

they now know far more about Abraham Lincoln than just his purported vampire slaying 

abilities and they had an opportunity to stretch their creative muscles a bit.  

 

Hard work, dynamic dedication, and providing outstanding learning 

opportunities deserve a shout out. Throughout the year, PCIRA accepts 

requests from colleagues and parents to recognize people in the area of literacy 

that deserve a heart-felt pat on the back. This winter and spring we 

recognized: 
 

 Kale Dwight - Tualatin High School - TTSD 

 Chris Lieuallen - Tualatin High School - TTSD 

 Rebecca Shwartzentruber - Wy'East Middle School - Hood River 

County School District 

 Stefanie Agar - Carus Elementary School - Canby School District 

 Monique Kurtz - Knight Elementary School - Canby School District 

 Nicole Nelson - Knight Elementary School - Canby School District 

 Lynda Robert - Ninety-One School - Canby School District 
 

If you’d like to nominate someone you know for a Literacy Shout-Out, click 

here for more information.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqB9kXzJ0UA
http://pcira.wordpress.com/upcoming-literacy-events/
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Notice and Note: Strategies for Close Reading by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst 

In Notice and Note, the authors identify six signposts to find patterns in literature: 

 Contrasts and contradictions (character development) 

 Words of the wise (character development and theme) 

 Aha moments (conflict or theme) 

 Again and again (repetition for foreshadowing, theme, or character develop-

ment) 

 Memory moment (flashback, theme, conflict, character development) 

 Tough questions (theme, conflict, character development) 

The premise of noticing common patterns in literature 

means simplifying what teachers focus on in helping stu-

dents develop their own questions and in citing evidence 

to support their thinking.  It’s a tall order, but the au-

thors use kid-friendly language with six model lessons 

from common texts and anthologies (grades 4-12). 

With practice in the six signposts, I can see students 

gaining independence in their own reading and film 

viewing.  The authors have done tremendous work in 

deconstructing literature into patterns that students can 

see, question, and discuss. 

I especially liked the signpost bookmarks and definitions 

of the signposts in the appendix.  The first part of the 

book is a fast, easy read, the bones and the research for the authors’ approaches.  The 

second half of the book is a wonderful resource that I marked and tabbed for future use.  

The authors offer model lessons and notes from the following texts:  “Huswifery,” Walk 

Two Moons, “Thank You Ma’am,” Crash, A Long Walk to Water, Riding Freedom, Hatchet, 

and Hope was Here.  Electronic versions of the texts are available at 

www.NoticeandNote.com.   

As I’ve come to expect with Beers, the book was generous with examples, handouts, 

and keen insights on how to do the deep work of close reading with students.  I would 

have loved learning from this book as a first-year teacher, but I also loved it now, as a 

seasoned teacher who needed a new perspective on texts I’ve been teaching for a long 

time. 

Book Review 
By Joan Flora, PCIRA Co-President, Canby School District 

"Just as rigor does not reside in the barbell but in the act of lifting it, 

rigor in reading is not an attribute of a text but rather of a reader’s be-

havior--engaged, observant, responsive, questioning, analytical. The 

close reading strategies in Notice and Note will help you cultivate those 

critical reading habits that will make your students more attentive, 

thoughtful, independent readers."   

      Beers and Probst 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Kylene%20Beers&search-alias=books&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_2?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Robert%20E.%20Probst&search-alias=books&sort=relevancerank
http://www.NoticeandNote.com
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Ressi Miller (RM) and Pattie Sloan (PS) of West Salem High School connect 

the canon of literature to local and global events in their English classrooms. 

According to Sloan, “Literature was not created in a vacuum but from an extraor-

dinary set of historical and societal issues.”  

Re-connecting with those authentic issues creates a rich learning environment that stim-

ulates critical thinking and social action. Connecting our required texts with current auto-

biographies allows teachers and students to develop social awareness and empathy for 

issues they must face when they leave the classroom. 

PCIRA: We appreciate all connections you make for students, parents, and colleagues 

between literature and social just issues, but it’s an overwhelming concept.  Where can 

teachers begin? 

RM:  It’s always good to start small and grow from there.  We’ve been doing this for over 

eight years, so we’ve grown in our work to connect Huck Finn to Road to Lost Innocence 

and Escape From Slavery for the global issue of human trafficking. 

PS:  We connect Of Mice and Men with Breaking Night and The Autobiography of Dr. 

Donna Beegle to study poverty in Oregon and in America.  The problem of teaching liter-

ature without social context is that you lose the author’s message.  I could concentrate 

on the themes from that book instead:  The American Dream is Dead, for example.  But 

I don’t believe that’s what Steinbeck was after.  After all, if Of Mice and Men is relevant 

and if the American dream is dead, why would we insist that young people meet educa-

tional standards to gain options and footholds into life after high school?  We wouldn’t, 

but we don’t believe the dream is dead, and we do believe Of Mice and Men is relevant to 

our students, so social context is our vehicle. 

PCIRA:  What types of student actions evolve out of your classes? 

RM:  Students organize blanket and coat drives as they study poverty and homelessness 

with Of Mice and Men.  When they read, This is Our World, Too, they did a sock drive at 

Old Navy and collected 200 pairs of socks for the homeless in only two hours.  When 

they read, The Road to Lost Innocence and Escape from Slavery with Huck Finn, they 

raised money to free Dinka slaves in the Sudan. 

PS:  Our students write letters to newspaper editors and attend legislative sessions in 

Salem to call attention to human trafficking in Oregon.  Because of their involvement 

An Interview with Ressi Miller and Pattie Sloan 

Connecting Literature to Societal Issues 
SNAPSHOT FROM      

HIGH SCHOOL   
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with the Senate, they were able to give research and give testimony on the hu-

man trafficking and Bill 427.  The lobbyist informed me that the bill passed be-

cause of the students’ testimony.  I do not know if that is true, but I will take it! 

PCIRA:  Trafficking in Oregon? 

PS:  When one in ten in the world is a slave, it is a little 

naive to believe it can’t happen here in Oregon.  I know that 

trafficked women staffed a nail salon in Seattle.  We know 

that traffickers in Portland will approach one out three young 

homeless people.  And we know that young people, trafficked 

by the cartels, are now bringing in drugs from Mexico. 

PCIRA:  That’s overwhelming information.  How do students 

respond to such reports? 

RM:  They get motivated and involved.  Part of our work is to teach students that they 

are not victims.  They can impact change and we facilitate their work. 

PCIRA:  Let’s get back to your idea of starting small. 

PS:  I began by writing a grant to get companion books to parallel-teach with my re-

quired curriculum.  I write grants in the summer to cover the costs of the books. 

PCIRA:  Sounds like you do a lot of reading, too. 

RM:  Absolutely. 

PS:  But once we began this work, it was hard not to find text to connect with our re-

quired reading.  Once we made the connection to social justice issues, the texts were 

finding us, nudging us for our attention. 

RM:  It’s been a very energizing process for our students and our community, as well as 

for us. 

PCIRA:  How can other educators learn more from your work? 

RM:  We’re beginning a blog with Word Press and will be launching it in late June.  We 

will be adding to it over the summer and throughout the school year, as our schedules 

permit.  We’ll share the link with PCIRA when it’s live. 

For readers who want information on grant writing, consider starting small with ORA:  

http://oregonread.org/booksvideos-2/literacy-grants/ 

For information on poverty study, including a “Could You Survive Poverty” quiz by Ruby 

Payne (page 13): http://www.nchsd.org/libraryfiles/Conferences/2007/

FrameworkDayOneHandoutsVersion2.2aSept2007.pdf     

For another point of view on poverty study: http://www.teach-kids-attitude-1st.com/ruby

-payne.html 

SNAPSHOT FROM       

HIGH SCHOOL 
Continued 

Looking to host a book group and need a little seed money?  PCIRA 

still has funding for more Teachers As Readers Book Groups for this 

summer. Find out the details and access the short application form 

here: 

http://pcira.wordpress.com/events/teachers-as-readers-tar-groups/ 

Teachers As Readers   

http://oregonread.org/booksvideos-2/literacy-grants/
http://www.nchsd.org/libraryfiles/Conferences/2007/FrameworkDayOneHandoutsVersion2.2aSept2007.pdf
http://www.nchsd.org/libraryfiles/Conferences/2007/FrameworkDayOneHandoutsVersion2.2aSept2007.pdf
http://www.teach-kids-attitude-1st.com/ruby-payne.html
http://www.teach-kids-attitude-1st.com/ruby-payne.html
http://pcira.wordpress.com/events/teachers-as-readers-tar-groups/
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Awakening the Writer in Every Child 

Helping Students Meet the  

Common Core State Standards 
A Conference for K-8 Educators 

 

Learn research-based strategies for engaging students to find their voices as 

they learn to write with a sense of purpose, elaborate on ideas, explore interesting language in 

their writing, and meet or exceed the Common Core State Standards.  

 

 Create an environment to foster confident and successful writers 

 Teach students to write a variety of text types (including those in the CCSS – narrative, 

opinion/argumentative, informative, research) with a clear sense of purpose 

 Meet the needs of all students, including struggling and reluctant writers, as well as 

emergent and beginning writers 

 Incorporate lessons that include the use of mentor texts, modeled and shared writing, 

as well as one-to-one conferencing 

 Teach students to move their writing forward through successful planning, revising, 

and editing  

 

 

 

Presenter Information: Award-winning educator Megan Sloan has worked for over 25 

years as a classroom teacher and curriculum expert specializing in reading, writing, and 

assessment (K-8). Megan is the author of several professional resources including Into 

Writing: The Primary Teacher’s Guide to Writing Workshop (Heinemann), Teaching Young 

Writers to Elaborate (Scholastic) and Trait-Based Mini-Lessons for Teaching Writing 

(Scholastic).  Her newest book, Ten Essential Writing Lessons to Meet the Common Core 

(Scholastic), comes out January 2014. In addition to her numerous workshop and speaking 

engagements, Megan currently teaches third grade in the Snohomish School District in 

Washington State. 

Online Registration 
http://www.pcira.wordpress.com 

 

Wednesday, August 21, 2013    8:00 am – 3:30 pm 
 

McMenamin’s Old Church 
30340 SW Boones Ferry Road • Wilsonville, OR 
(20 minutes south of Portland, straight down I-5) 

 

$100 Member: Oregon Reading Association / Portland Reading Council  
$125 Non Member 
$  75 Pre-Service Teacher Enrolled in a Full-Time Teacher Education Program 
 

Registration fee includes continental breakfast and all materials 
One continuing education credit available from Portland State University (+$55) 

Register Now! 
Only 50 seats 

available. 

For more information about this event, please contact: Penny Plavala pennyplavala@gmail.com 503-319-3127 

http://www.pcira.wordpress.com
mailto:pennyplavala@gmail.com
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Portland Reading Council 

Multnomah • Clackamas • Washington 

A local council of the Oregon Reading Association and 

affiliate of the 

International Reading Association 

 

 Visit us on the web at pcira.wordpress.com/  

Find us on Facebook! 

Portland Reading 

Council Board 
Members 

 

Joan Flora 

Canby  

Barbara Kutasz 

Portland 

Co-Presidents 

Nancy Wiebelhaus 
North Clackamas 
Secretary 

Susan Payne     
Tigard-Tualatin 

Treasurer 

Penny Plavala 
Multnomah ESD     
Membership 

 

At Large - 

Becky Bard, PSU 

Deb Borman, 
Parkrose 

Jackie Clee,    
Literacy Consultant 

Anna Davis, PPS 

DeAnne Fuhriman, 
Oregon City 

Sarah Hagestedt, 
Oregon Trail 

Barbara Head,      
Multnomah County 
Library 

Terri Hjelm, Retired 
(Portland) 

Joyce Iliff, PPS 

Barb Keller, Parkrose 
(Retired) 

Sharlline Markwardt, 
Oregon Trail  

Dot McElhone, PSU  

Debbie Tofte, 

Newberg,   
Forecaster Editor 

Nathan Traller, 
Beaverton 

 

- Mentor - 

Anne Kolibaba, 
Reynolds 

The Portland Reading Council has many opportunities to work with literacy super-

stars throughout the area. Megan Sloan, author of professional books for Heine-

mann and Scholastic, is one of those rare gems, as she is an expert on helping 

students improve their writing. Megan speaks from her classroom experience, 

shares teacher-tested strategies, and offers ideas for immediate use with stu-

dents.  

We are proud to announce that the 

Portland Reading Council will offer a 

summer workshop featuring Megan 

Sloan. You may be thinking, “Why 

are you telling us this now?” Two 

quick reasons:  There are only 50 

seats available (and they will fill 

quickly) and many teachers use dis-

trict funds and will need to get the 

requests in early. 

Join us on Wednesday, August 21, 2013, for a full day of learning with Megan at 

McMenamin’s Old Church in Wilsonville. For complete information, click here to 

register.  PSU credit is available and all participants receive a certificate of attend-

ance. We are looking forward to sharing and learning at this exciting workshop! 

 

You’re Invited to a Writing Superstar 

Summer Conference! 

http://pcira.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Portland-Reading-Council/146101925417712
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Portland-Reading-Council/146101925417712
http://pcira.wordpress.com

