
g{x extw|Çz YÉÜxvtáàxÜ 
SPRING/SUMMER 2010 

Maybe it’s the economy or the weather or simply the fact that this has been a 
LONG 180 days, but many of us are exhausted after this year of teaching.  We’ve 
worked our fingers to the bone so our students grew as readers and writers, and 
we’ve experienced changes in our classes and our schools.  The number of desks in 
your room skyrocketed this year, and more kids moved in and out than ever. 

Face it.  You really deserve some ME time.   

For some of you, ME time looks like relaxing with a good book.  That book is your 
companion on a road trip, in an airplane, next to the water, or on your back porch.  
There are no better people than your fellow reading teachers to point you in the 
direction of a good book.  Inside, you’ll find recommendations for professional 
reading as well as books that exist just for the pure joy of reading. 

Others of you use that extra time in the summer to grow as learners.  It’s no secret 
that summer is a time when some of the best workshops and classes are being 
held.  Why not go a little outside your box and take a new class this summer? 

Your learning doesn’t have to be in an organized class, though.  Your education can 
start right on your home computer with a visit to some terrific blogs and websites 
designed to enhance and revitalize your teaching.  We’ve started the search for 
you, pointing you to some of our favorites. 

One of the benefits of summer is that you can look back at your year and really 
dissect the best parts of your teaching and your class.  The Portland Reading Coun-
cil looked back as well at our Teachers As Readers Groups and our special events 
that took place.  It’s invigorating to know that we are all members of this active 
and motivating group! 

This issue of The Reading Forecaster is dedicated to helping you find ways to make 
the most of your ME time.  The professionals at the Portland Reading Council have 
gathered some of the best ideas for you to consider making your summer one 
that’s not only relaxing and fun, but also full of learning opportunities that will in-
vigorate your teaching and get you ready for fall.  Here’s to a summer that’s all 
about YOU! 

Finding Time for You This Summer 
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Becky Bard, Editor 
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You know all those summer tips we give to kids and par-
ents to make sure that they continue learning during the 
summer?  Sometimes, teachers need to remember these 
tips, too! This issue of The Reading Forecaster brings you 
ideas to invigorate your learning and nurture yourself dur-
ing the summer.  Reading Rockets offered some great tips 
for kids and parents that we’ve adapted for you to make 
the most of your summer. 

Participate in active learning experiences.  Find out what exhibits, events, or 
concerts are happening in your town over the summer, and then plan to attend! 

Build reading and writing into everyday activities. Find a 
brand new cookbook and try out a new recipe.  Set aside a sched-
uled time every day to just relax with a good book. Write post-
cards to your students.  Write letters to your friends.  Keep a diary 
or a journal.  

Everyone's blogging! Speaking of diaries and journals, why not start writing a 
blog?  Arrange for a safe, closed community so that your students can blog over 
the summer.  Edublogs.org offers teachers and students free blog space and appro-
priate security. Or with a Gmail account, you can begin writing at Blogspot.com. 

Be an active citizen. Go to HandsOnPortland.org or VolunteerMatch.org to find 
out what volunteer activities are available, or create your own volunteer opportu-
nity by filling a need that you see in your community. 

Active bodies. Active minds. First Lady Michele Obama is leading the nation with 
the goal of raising a healthier generation of children. LetsMove.gov  has lots of 
ideas to help kids get the 60 minutes of active play they need everyday. Truth is, 
due to budget cuts, some of you may be called into action teaching PE, and sum-
mer is a great time to learn about games and activities for your students. 

Make cool things. Enjoy your hobbies or create new ones.  Take a look at      
DadCanDo.com, a wonderful site full of crafty ideas that are easy for you to do on 
your own or with kids.  Bakerella.com provides creative ideas for baking.  Take a 
fused glass class.  Check out your local library for upcoming events and classes. 

Start or join a book club. It's a great way to do your summer reading and social-
ize with good friends. Warmer weather can inspire some not-so-run-of-the-mill 
meeting places, too: a tent or picnic blanket in the backyard. You could even start 
a summer book club with your students, which may stick around even when school 
starts up again. 

Nurture yourself by assessing what relaxes you most—reading a good novel by the 
pool, getting a massage, playing tennis, camping. Provide time to reflect on your 
teaching. Select an area where you would like to improve. Seek out others to share 
ideas. Relax, grow and learn. You are the heart of education and when you take 
care of you, you will be able to serve others. 

Who’s Ready for Summer? The Teachers! 



12 Things Teachers Should Do Over 
Summer Break 
John Pearson, author of Learn Me Good  
(Originally written June 16, 2009) 

I certainly hope that by NOW, everyone is on summer break. Here in Texas, this is 
our second week off from school. If there are indeed any poor shlubs out there who 
are still in session, well first of all, I feel very sorry for you, and second of all, I don't 
feel as bad when I realize that you probably started way later than us or had an 
obscenely long Christmas Break. 

Regardless, I've put together a little list of things that have worked for me in the 
past and/or things that I am trying now in the present. These are things that all 
teachers should do over the summer to be prepared for the new school year, which 
SEEMS so very, very far away, but which we all know will sneak up on us like a new 
reality-star scandal. 

Here are 12 Things Teachers Should Do Over Summer Break (in no particular 
order): 

1. Sleep for 24 hours straight at least once (just don't do this in 

late August). 

2. Sharpen as many pencils as you can. I did this last summer, 

and now I think I'm set for the next decade. 

3. Try to avoid getting sun burnt. 

4. Read as much as you can for pleasure. We all know that's nearly impossible 
during the school year proper. 

5. Exercise, exercise, exercise!! 

6. Follow the news and happenings of the World Wrestling Entertainment 
industry so that you'll be able to converse with the kids in the fall. 

7. Find a trivia night at a local restaurant or bar. Try to win. 

8. Wait impatiently for the final season of Lost. (Okay, that’s done…) 

9. Make some funny YouTube videos. Or at least your own personal version of 

funny. 

10. Rent a backhoe and clean out your guest room, 

office, or bedroom -- whichever part of the 
house/apartment that needs it most. 

11. Take a field trip. Or two or three. 

12. Read some fun blogs. 

John Pearson used to be a design engineer. Now he’s a 3rd grade math teacher. 

Conference calls have been replaced with parent conferences. Product testing has 

given way to standardized testing. Instead of business cards, he now passes out 

report cards. The only thing that hasn’t changed noticeably is the maturity level of 

the people surrounding him all day.  He recently released his first book, Learn Me 

Good.  You can read his very entertaining blog at www.learnmegood.com. 
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Summer Opportunities Abound for  
Oregon Teachers 

For as much as we teachers pine for the 
relaxing days of summer, truth is, we are 
all still lifelong learners at heart.  So 
summer then presents itself as the 

optimum time to nurture the learner within 
us.  Here are a few golden opportunities 
this summer for you to grow as a 
professional. 

• The Oregon Writing Project is a collaborative program between Lewis & 

Clark and school districts throughout the state with the goal of improving 
the writing of our students and our teachers.  They have several course 
offerings this summer and a terrific website with videos and information.  
Take a look at go.lclark.edu/owp. 

• The Sherwood Summer Literacy Institute for Educators, taking place 

August 3 – 6 at Edy Ridge Elementary in Sherwood, promises to deliver 
fascinating and informative professional development for elementary and 
secondary teachers.  Presenters include Anita Archer, Linda Hoyt, Michelle 
Harris, Steve Harloff, Penny Plavala and more.  For details and a printable 
agenda, visit sherwood.k12.or.us/?q=node/3427. 

• The Salem Literacy Leadership 

Conference will take place in June at 
Willamette University.  Frank Serafini and 
Paul Houston headline this conference for 
administrators, coaches and teachers.  Find 
out more at www.regonline.com/

SalemLLC. 

• The University of Oregon Continuing Education Program has summer 

classes in improving your students’ writing and engaging reluctant readers.  
Go to pde.uoregon.edu/workshops/schedule.php for the schedule and 
descriptions. 

• Choice Literacy is once again bringing its high-quality professional 

development workshops to beautiful downtown Portland.  Learn about 
Literacy Coaching, Word Play, and CAFÉ in the Classroom. Visit 
www.choiceliteracy.com/public/825.cfm for complete details. 

• Education Northwest is bringing back its popular 6+1 Traits Writing 

presentation this summer. Click on educationnorthwest.org/event/951 
to read all about it. 

Get out there and exercise your brain cells!  If you know of another great class, 
post it at the Portland Reading Council website at pcira.wordpress.com. 
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TAR Book Groups Keep Busy All Year! 

One great way in which teachers all over the Portland area nurture and grow as 
learners is to join a Teachers As Readers (TAR) Group.  Here’s how some of the TAR 
groups in the area spent their school year. 

• Susan Payne and 13 other participants from Tualatin High School read the book 
Fair Isn’t Always Equal by Rick Wormeli. 

• Joyce Iliff and seven other participants at Richmond School studied Dual 
Language Development and Disorders by Fred Genesee, Johanne Pardis 
and Martha B. Crago. 

• Becky Bard and 15 other staff at Deer Creek Elementary read about new 
thoughts on raising children and trends in education in Nurture Shock by Po 
Bronson and Ashley Merryman, and then enjoyed the stories The Book Thief 
by Markus Zusak and The Help by Kathryn Stockett. 

• Dorothy Courtox along with ten other teachers at St. Anthony Catholic School 
recommend the book Writing Essentials by Regie Routman as it spurred in-
depth discussions about each participants’ writing ideas, habits and hopes.  
This group has decided to continue to meet after their completed TAR hours 
because they are committed to creating a strong writing program, and because 
they are having great discussions! 

• Susan Morgan along with 15 other staff at Tigard High School read the young 
adult book Bel Canto by Ann Patchett. 

• Joan Flora worked with 22 teachers in four different groups at Canby High 
School.  They studied the books How the Brain Learns; Getting it Right:  
Fresh Approaches to Teaching, Grammar, Usage, and Correctness; 
Readicide; and Teaching for Tomorrow:  Teaching Problem-Solving and 

Content. The study group they learned from the most was David Sousa’s How 

the Brain Learns.  This is a vital book for educators. At the end of each 
chapter are a number of "Practitioner's Corners" where Dr. Sousa describes 
methods of applying this information in the classroom.  

• Amy Thibault and the eight participants at Willamette Elementary took a 
thematic approach to TAR by studying the use of picture books in the 
classroom. Each week, participants brought a book they've found and want to 
use in their room, a book they've used, or a book they love and are looking for 
ways to use.  Each person shares what he or she loves about the book and how 
it has been used.  People in this group have said that it is the one meeting that 
they actually look forward to, and that the TAR group has been instrumental in 
motivating them to seek out new and different titles to use in the classroom.  
Some of their favorite books they’ve discovered along the way have been: 

Dream by Susan Bosak 
Shape Me A Rhyme by Jane Yolen 
Who Is Melvin Bubble? by Nick Bruel 
Iggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beaty 
Crow Call by Lois Lowry 
Wild About Books by Judy Sierra 
Fortunately by Remy Charlip 
The House in the Night by Susan Marie Swanson 
and the list is still growing!   

Try discovering a book this summer or in your own informal TAR group! If you have 
questions, contact Joan Flora at floraj@canby.k12.or.us. 

Joan Flora, Canby School District 

Joan Flora 
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Do you have 

a favorite 

summer read 

to share?   
Log on to 
pcira.wordpress.com 
and join the 
discussion! 

Our Readers Recommend... 

From Nancy Wiebelhaus, North Clackamas 

School District 

City of Thieves  By David Benioff 

During World War II, two unlikely 
companions go on a search for the 
impossible:  a dozen eggs.  If they find them 
amongst the ruins of this starving city, their 
lives will be spared. 

We surveyed members of the Portland Reading Council to find out what their 
recommended reading is for the summer.  Take this list to your local bookstore or 
library and get started! 

From Penny Plavala, Multnomah ESD: 

The Book Whisperer:  Awakening the 

Inner Reader in Every Child 

By Donalynn Miller 

Looking for some inspiration?  This 
teacher who motivates and inspires 
her students to become lifelong 
readers.  She writes about her own 
6th grade classroom with anecdotes 
and practical strategies. 

From Joyce Iliff, Portland Public 

Schools: 

Dual Language Development & 

Disorders:  A Handbook on 

Bilingualism & Second 

Language Learning 

By Fred Genesee, Johanne 
Pardis, and Martha B. Crago 

This very informative book is 
for teachers interested in 
finding out the learning 
disability connection between a student’s 
first language and second language. 

From Joni Fineberg: 

Eat, Pray, Love 

By Elizabeth Gilbert 

This soon-to-be-major-
motion-picture follows the 
travels of a woman who, 
recently divorced, is ready for 
some serious soul-searching 
and deep reflection. 

From Barbara Kutasz, Portland 

Public Schools 

Peace Like a River  By Leif Enger.   

The 11-year old protagonist, in a lovely, 
compelling manner, narrates this beautifully 
written first novel, which blurs the line 
between the miraculous and the mundane 
and places the love of a family solidly at its center.  

From Jane Koivisto, 

Concordia University (and 

seconded by Chrissy 

Lawrence and 

Joni Fineberg!): 

The Help 

By Kathryn Stockett 

Why did this book 
make it on my all-time best five 
list?  It gives an authentic, 
courageous, and entertaining 
glimpse into the lives of the white 
and black women in the Deep 
South during the 1960s. 

From Chrissy Lawrence, Sherwood 

School District: 

Pictures of Hollis Woods 

By Patricia Reilly Giff 

This young adult novel is 
filled with charm and 
intrigue.  I couldn’t put it 
down, and when I was done, 
I wanted more! 

 

From Becky Bard, Tigard-Tualatin 

School District: 

The Guernsey Literary & 

Potato Peel Society 

By Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie 
Barrows 

Set during World War II, an 
author corresponds with a rare 

group of booklovers in Guernsey.  In their 
letters, she learns their sometimes tragic, 
sometimes humorous stories woven with their 
love of books. 

 

From Jody Rutherford, Portland Public 

Schools: 

“Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting 

Together in the Cafeteria?" and Other 

Conversations About Race  

By Beverly Daniel Tatum, PH.D 

This is a great book for 
understanding racial identity 
development in our students of 
all races. A great companion 
book to Courageous 
Conversations About Race. 
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PennyPennyPennyPenny    

Hi Gary, 

I recently attended a technology workshop where I learned about these great 
tools: 

• Wallwisher: Online Movable Sticky Notes                                                

http://www.wallwisher.com 

When brainstorming, this is a cool way to take notes on little Post-it 
type squares – and then move them around when you are ready to 
organize your thoughts before drafting. (No user registration) 

• Read the Words: Let an Avatar Read Your Writing                             

http://www.readthewords.com 

We often ask our students to read their writing aloud to see how it sounds during 
the drafting or revising stage.  How about having an Avatar read it?  On this site, 
you type or paste in text and it is read aloud by a character you select.  I can see 
some real connections here for sentence fluency.  (User registration required) 

• ReadWriteThink: Interactive Writing Activities                                      
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/ 

student-interactives/ 

Are you looking for a place in which your students can practice organizing and 
summarizing?  Maybe your students could use some help with a research paper.  
ReadWriteThink has compiled a number of excellent interactive activities that can 
jumpstart your students’ writing. 

• Blogger: A Place to Post Your Writing                               
https://www.blogger.com/start 

A blog is a lot like a website, and can be a place to share news of your classroom 
and post/publish your students’ writing.  I created a blog for a class assignment 
and found this site to be easy to use and fun.  (User registration required) 

There are so many cool tech tools to share – which I hope to do in future columns.  

Happy Learning! 

 

Penny Plavala, President  

Portland Reading Council 

Penny Plavala 

AA sk Penny 
by Penny Plavala, School Improvement Specialist for the Multnomah ESD 

Dear Penny,  

I am always looking for creative ways to teach writing to my students.  

Do you know any online tools that my students can use throughout the 

writing process?  I have some time this summer to do a little surfing on 

the web!  Any ideas?  

Gary in Gladstone 
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The Portland Reading Council joined with Concordia University to host the 
Celebrate Literacy Awards in May.  Each year, we honor individuals who 
demonstrate a dedication to promoting literacy, a love of reading which is 
instilled in others, and significant contributions to literacy at the local level.  

The celebration included presentations from the nominators highlighting the 
unique abilities and special qualities of their honoree.  As a special tribute, 25 
students from Trost Elementary shared beautiful English and Spanish words to 
describe their teacher, Melissa Reid.  

2010 Celebrate Literacy Winners:  

 

Melissa Reid, Spanish Dual Language 
Immersion Grade 3 Teacher, Trost 
Elementary, Canby School District  

Kelly Gomes, Language Arts teacher at 
Madison High School, Portland Public 
Schools 

Becky Bard, Literacy Specialist, Deer 
Creek Elementary, Tigard-Tualatin School 
District  

Linda Hoyt, Author and National Literacy 
Consultant 

 

Not Pictured: Sara Tam, Naoko Koki Post, Akiko Soehl, and Naoko 
Stonelake, Library Volunteers, Richmond School, Portland Public School   

 

Melissa Reid is surrounded by current and former students who 
attended the awards event to celebrate their teacher. 
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Jorge Meza,  
3rd grade dual 

immersion 
teacher, 

Clarendon-
Portsmouth, 

PPS 

African American Read-In  

Showcases Great Works 

Bryan Lewis,  
Portland State University 
Student 
 

La Verne 
Green,  

Local Actor 

The 14th Annual African American Read-In was 

held Sunday, February 7th, at the North Portland 
Neighborhood Library. Students, local celebrities 

and community leaders read from works by their 

favorite African American writers.  It truly was an 
afternoon of great words from great works.  The 

African American Read-In is an annual event co-
sponsored by the North Portland Library and the 

Portland Reading Council. 



Small Steps, Large Impact 

Nancy Sullivan, Madison High School, Portland Public Schools 

Nancy Sullivan 
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We all know the Chinese proverb that a journey of a thousand miles begins with a 
single step. The fun part? Sometimes you're already on the journey before you 
realize you've taken the step… 

I first met Stan Foote, the Artistic Director at the Oregon Children’s Theater, last 
spring, when we were co-recipients of the Portland Reading Council’s 2009 
Celebrate Literacy Award. I had always admired the work of the Oregon Children’s 
Theatre, but Stan’s heartfelt acceptance speech revealed the inspiring man behind 
this remarkable organization. His passion for his work and for engaging with kids 
came through loud and clear, and resonated strongly with me. Stan’s like a big kid 

himself, with his youthful sense of fun and adventure still 
intact. I nervously approached him to introduce myself. 
Much to my relief, we immediately hit it off. After only a 
few minutes of animated conversation, we agreed we’d 
like to work together on a project. I felt I’d won the 
biggest teddy bear at the State Fair. 

Also present at the awards ceremony was Marian Creamer, 
the founder of Children’s Literature Alive!, a foundation 
that brings authors and literacy events to school libraries 
across Oregon. I had done my student teaching under 
Marian, and it turned out that she and Stan had known 

each other for years. The three of us had a great connection. We all went back to 
our busy lives, keeping in mind our hope to partner on something special. 

I got a call from Stan later that spring. Oregon Children’s Theatre had begun to 
adapt Louis Sachar’s best-selling novel, Small Steps (the sequel to Holes) for the 
stage. Stan wondered if I might know some students who could audition for the 
lead parts. Madison has many amazing and talented students, so I forwarded some 
names, and Stan came out for the auditions. Though none of these students won 
parts, friendly relationships were formed. One student even decided to take classes 
at OCT and, hopefully, land a part in a future production. 

I loved watching Stan in action. He really knows how to bring out the best in kids 
by making them feel comfortable and confident in their abilities. From this 
experience, which was a real gift for everyone involved, Stan and I decided that we 
could host the world-premier reading of that production at Madison High School. 

I thought about which teachers and classes we could work with to make the most 
of this extraordinary opportunity, and two came to mind. Shelley Tate is Madison’s 
Speech teacher, and her students were working on oral interpretations of short 
stories and poetry; and Kelly Gomes’ Creative Writing class is one of the most 
imaginative and expressive environments in the school. Both of these teachers are 
enthusiastic professional collaborators, always willing to engage in learning 
experiences that are enriching and broadening for their kids. Over the months that 
followed, we worked together on curriculum ideas to prepare the students for the 
big event. 

Stan Foote, Artistic 

Director, Oregon 
Children’s Theater 

 

Continued... 
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Small Steps, Large Impact, cont... 

Our amazing CLA! supporter, Marian, volunteered to purchase as many copies of 
Small Steps for our students as we would need to prepare the participating classes. 
The date for the world-premier reading at Madison was set for January 22, 2010. 
Marian’s hard work and generosity on our behalf paid off dramatically as 80 copies 
of Small Steps came on the afternoon of December 18th —the last day before 
winter break. I was able to run around school and hand out the books to students 
as they left, so they could have their own copies to read over the holidays. 

When students got back 
from the break, they dove 
into classroom assignments 
tied to the story in 
preparation for the highly 
anticipated reading. Finally, 
the big day arrived, and 
Madison classes were the 
first to see the play 

adaptation of Small Steps. It was a wonderful and unique experience for our 
students. The full cast was present, along with the author Louis Sachar, and Karl 
Mansfield (the composer who wrote the music for the adaptation) on piano 
accompaniment. Our students were a great audience. They were very attentive 
during the reading and offered valuable insights and feedback for Stan going 
forward with the production. As icing on the cake, we took the participating classes 
to see the final staged performance at The Winningstad Theatre this month. 

When I took my own first small steps that spring evening to introduce myself to 
Stan Foote, little did I know the journey that would follow.  And none of it would 
have been possible without the generosity and hard work of outstanding 
organizations like the Portland Reading Council, Oregon Children’s Theatre, and 
Children’s Literature Alive! supporting literacy for all of Oregon’s students. 

This summer, the Portland Reading Council says goodbye to two of our longtime board 
members and former presidents.  Jane Koivisto and Keylah Boyer Frazier will be 
rotating off the board to pursue further professional opportunities.   

Jane Koivisto is a Reading Specialist and Assistant Professor 
at Concordia University College of Education.  She has been 
instrumental in establishing and running the Jody Thurston 
Northwest Center for Children’s Literature, located on the 
Concordia campus. 

Keylah Boyer Frazier is an Undergraduate Program Director and Assistant Professor at 
Concordia University College of Education. Keylah has worked tirelessly to coordinate 
the Reading Council’s successful African American Read-In.  

g{tÇ~ çÉâ? ]tÇx tÇw ^xçÄt{4g{tÇ~ çÉâ? ]tÇx tÇw ^xçÄt{4g{tÇ~ çÉâ? ]tÇx tÇw ^xçÄt{4g{tÇ~ çÉâ? ]tÇx tÇw ^xçÄt{4    

Jane Koivisto 

Keylah Boyer Frazier 
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Portland Reading 
Council Board 
Members 

Penny Plavala 
MESD 
President 

Jody Rutherford 
PPS 
Past-President 

Nathan Traller 
Beaverton 
President-Elect 

Barbara Kutasz 
PPS 
Secretary 

Barb Keller 
Parkrose (Retired)
Treasurer 

Chrissy Lawrence 
Sherwood 
Membership 

 

At Large - 

Becky Bard,     
Tigard-Tualatin 

Rene’ Dernbach, 
Hillsboro 

Keylah Boyer Frazier, 
Concordia University 

Rich Feely, Beaverton 

Joan Flora, Canby 

Joyce Iliff, PPS 

Jane Koivisto, 
Concordia University 

Jason Ranker, 
Portland State 

University        

Nancy Wiebelhaus, 
North Clackamas 

Joni Fineberg, 
Multnomah County 

- Mentor - 

Anne Kolibaba, 
Reynolds 

The Forecaster Has Gone Green! 

Beginning with this issue of The Reading Forecaster, you are receiving your 
newsletter in your email inbox only.  This move helps us all to conserve our 
planet’s precious resources.  But more than that, this move allows us to 
provide the newsletter in living color!  Additionally, all the links in the 
Forecaster are live, allowing you to click and visit 
as you are reading.  It’s important that we have 
the correct email address in order for you to 
receive the Forecaster, so if you move or change 
email addresses, please send a message to Penny 
Plavala at pplavala@mesd.k12.or.us with your 
updated information.  And if you know of other 
members of the Portland Reading Council who may 
not have received their Forecaster, please have 
them update their email addresses with Penny as 
well.  Thanks!! 

Portland Reading Council 
Multnomah • Clackamas • Washington 

A local council of the Oregon Reading Association and 
affiliate of the 

International Reading Association 
 

For more information, contact 
pplavala@mesd.k12.or.us 

Visit us on the web at pcira.wordpress.com  


