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Earlier this week I opened a teacher’s edition 

binder for a curriculum I hadn’t used in 3 or 

4 years and was surprised to see a section of 

overhead transparencies at the back.  I’m so 

accustomed to using my document camera 

and data projector now that I hardly 

remember the days when the most important 

piece of technology in my classroom was the 

overhead projector.  I remember that when 

they wheeled in the “tech cart” with the 

projector, camera and laptop, all that new 

equipment felt unfamiliar, awkward and even 

a little bit intimidating.  For the first year I 

kept the overhead projector on its cart 

tucked in the corner, sure that at some point 

I’d need it.  After all, it had always been an integral part of my teaching.  Of course I never 

needed it and now, just a few years later, I can barely remember what it was like before 

the advent of digital technology at the front of the classroom.   

Moving digital technology from the front of the classroom, and the control of the teacher, 

and putting powerful tools into the hands of students is the theme uniting the articles in 

this issue of The Forecaster.  I expect that some of what is presented will inspire in you that 

same mix of trepidation and excitement I felt when I made the switch from overhead to 

digital projector.  These days a digital projector is quite “old school” and the variety of 

digital tools continues to expand, while teachers often struggle to keep up.  In this issue 

you will find information on using technologies such as iPads, Skype and social media in the 

classroom.  I hope you’ll find at least one article that meets you at the edge of your comfort 

zone and leaves you excited about new possibilities.    

Any discussion of new technologies – or new applications of older technology – brings up a 

variety of critical questions.  Some of these questions are familiar though unresolved ones, 

such as how schools can create equity of access to technology for all students.  Other 

questions evolve as the technological landscape changes.  In my district, YouTube was a 

blocked site until two years ago when the district re-evaluated the educational value of the 

site and permitted access at school.  Now many teachers routinely incorporate its snippets 

into lessons in every discipline.  Today, educational leaders wrestle with how to include the 

use of social media into classrooms while avoiding the many pitfalls of the wide-open world 

of the internet.  While this newsletter won’t answer all those knotty questions, I believe it 

will provide ample evidence of why it’s worth continuing to work at resolving whatever 

obstacles there are to including digital tools in the classroom.  Enjoy! 
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You’ve probably checked out hundreds of books from the public library, and 

maybe you’ve even borrowed some DVDs or books on CD. But did you know 

that Multnomah County Library now has many e-books, audiobooks and videos 

(for both children and adults) that you can view online or download to your 

favorite device? The library’s E-Books & More site provides a good overview of what’s available; 

you’ll need a Multnomah County Library card to access most of the following resources. 

 

For younger students, Bookflix and TumbleBook Library both offer picture books that can be read 

online. Bookflix pairs storybook videos with related nonfiction e-books, making it ideal for educators 

who wish to incorporate more nonfiction into the curriculum consistent with the Common Core 

standards. For example, the video for Caldecott winner Owl Moon is paired with an informational e-

book about owls. TumbleBook Library is a collection of animated picture books with sounds and 

music, along with related games and puzzles. Both of these resources allow students to read along 

or simply listen, and many titles are available in Spanish. 

 

The Library2Go service allows users to download audiobooks, e-books and videos that work on many 

different devices. Most kids’ books are chapter-book length, though some picture books are also 

included. In addition to a library card, users will also need free software, which you can download 

from the site. Browse what’s new or search for materials by type or by age group. Some recently 

added e-books include Gail Gibbons’ Apples, M.T. Anderson’s Feed, and Marni Bates’ Awkward. 

Popular series such as the Magic Tree House, The 39 Clues and the Percy Jackson books are also 

available. Library2Go has a very useful help section so you can determine which items will work on 

your device. The Library2go service is available to most library card holders in Oregon. For a list of 

participating libraries, see http://library2go.lib.overdrive.com/067D612D-F2FC-4E93-9687-

119A2BBE467F/10/438/en/Libraries.htm  

 

If you’d prefer to read books at your computer, Ebrary has more than 23,000 e-books (mostly for 

adults), which you can search by keyword. You can browse their collection or search for a specific 

title. Recently I found AP Biology for Dummies, The Complete Adventures of Curious George, and 

Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the Night, and Total Participation Techniques. 

 

In addition to directly searching the sites above, you can also search in the library catalog to find 

materials to download. On the Advanced Search screen, use the material type box to limit to 

Ebooks, Digital Audio or Digital Video. 

 

And while you are busy downloading all this new material, perhaps you’d like to listen to some 

music! Freegal offers hundreds of thousands of downloadable songs from the Sony Music 

Entertainment catalog. Library card holders can download one free song per week. Happy 

downloading! 

Downloadable Materials from Multnomah 

County Library 

By Jackie Partch, School Corps Librarian  

http://www.multcolib.org/
http://www.multcolib.org/ref/ebooks.html
http://bkflix.grolier.com/splash
http://www.tumblebooks.com/library/asp/customer_login.asp?accessdenied=%2Flibrary%2Fasp%2Fhome_tumblebooks%2Easp
http://library2go.lib.overdrive.com/A56B8EB1-9B7E-45E9-9313-17A3BEAEC360/10/438/en/Default.htm
http://library2go.lib.overdrive.com/A56B8EB1-9B7E-45E9-9313-17A3BEAEC360/10/438/en/help.htm
http://library2go.lib.overdrive.com/A56B8EB1-9B7E-45E9-9313-17A3BEAEC360/10/438/en/Libraries.htm
http://library2go.lib.overdrive.com/A56B8EB1-9B7E-45E9-9313-17A3BEAEC360/10/438/en/Libraries.htm
https://catalog.multcolib.org/validate?url=http%3A%2F%2F0-site.ebrary.com.catalog.multcolib.org%3A80%2Flib%2Fmultcolib
http://catalog.multcolib.org/
http://catalog.multcolib.org/search/X
https://www.freegalmusic.com/users/idlogin
http://www.multcolib.org/schoolcorps/
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Engaging Non-fiction for the Classroom 

by Barbara Head, Youth Librarian, Multnomah County Library 

Small, Medium, Large: A Book about Relative Sizes by Emily Jenkins (preS – 2)                          

Four colorful mice help kids explore concepts of size, as well as fun vocabulary for communicating size 

differences. 

Swirl by Swirl: Spirals in Nature by Joyce Sidman (preS – gr 3)                                                     

This year’s Caldecott winner (expertly illustrated by Beth Krommes), begs for art and science extensions! 

Just ducks by Nicola Davies (K – 2)                                                                                                   

A light-hearted story of a young girl’s walk to school – and the ducks she encounters along the way -- is 

interspersed with facts about ducks. Salvatore Rubbino’s illustrations help create a charming and fun sci-

ence book. 

Animal Eggs: an amazing clutch of mysteries & marvels! by Dawn Cusick & Joanne O'Sullivan (gr. 2 

– 5)                                                                                                                                              

Text about the care and placement of animal eggs is paired with eye-catching photographs of blue, green, 

red and pink eggs from insects, mammals, reptiles, fish and fowl. 

Frenemies for life: Cheetahs and Anatolian Shepherd Dogs by John E. Becker (gr. 3 – 5)                                                                                                                               

Frenemies describes a special program of the Cheetah Conservation Fund that helps save cheetahs from 

extinction by using Anatolian shepherd dogs to guard farmers' flocks. 

Hands Around the Library: Protecting Egypt’s Treasured Books by Susan L. Roth and Karen Leg-

gett Abouraya  (gr. 3 – 6)                                                                                                            

Hands Around the Library tells the story of hundreds of youth who banded together to protect the historic 

Alexandria Library during the 2011 Egyptian revolution.  

Quest for the Tree Kangaroo: An Expedition to the Cloud Forest of New Guinea by Sy Montgom-

ery (gr. 5 – 9)                                                                                                                              

Montgomery’s books combine science, geography and a sense of adventure. Nic Bishop’s photographs 

help engage readers in the scientists’ quest. (Available in print, Kindle and Adobe ebook) 

Flesh & blood so cheap: the Triangle fire and its legacy by Albert Marrin (gr. 6 & up)                  

Published in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of this historic American tragedy, Marrin’s book can 

(sadly) provide context for current events related to the recent textile factory fire in Karachi, Pakistan. 

(Available in print, Kindle, Adobe ebook, and audiobook for PCs, mp3 players and ipods) 

Beyond Courage: The Untold Story of Jewish Resistance During the Holocaust by Doreen Rap-

paport (gr. 6 - 12)                                                                                                                        

Rappaport’s work documents stories of Jews who resisted the Nazi regime, heroically risking their lives to 

save others.  

Dear Bully: 70 authors tell their stories edited by Megan Kelley Hall & Carrie Jones (gr. 9 & up)                                                                                                                                     

Young adults and children share their own experiences through stories, poems, letters, and comics.  

(Available in print, Kindle and Adobe ebook) 
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Using iPads to Enhance Literacy 

Instruction in Grades K – 2 

Anna Davis, Portland Public Schools 

    Successfully integrating technology into K-2 classrooms is an ongoing process that 

takes planning, patience, and backup plans.  This year, teachers at Lewis Elementary have been 

integrating iPads into instruction in the lower grades.  All K-2 classrooms have access to five 

iPads and this new tool brought forth a number of questions that teachers at Lewis worked col-

laboratively to solve: 

1. How do we find apps that align with literacy instruction? 

2. How do we train students to use the apps? 

3. How do we ensure students stay on an assigned app rather than using a variety of 

apps? 

4. How do we manage iPads that are not working without losing instructional time? 

The first issue we addressed was identifying apps that were relevant and would enhance literacy 

instruction.  To do this, we set aside portions of staff meetings to search the web, Apple’s App 

Store, blogs, and articles that informed us about apps teachers and parents were using and lik-

ing.   

Teachers tried free apps and then prioritized purchasing apps, based on reviews and classroom 

needs.  This year, teachers are using the following apps:  Raz-Kids, Smarty Pants, Little Writer, 

Little Reader, ABC Alphabet Phonics Preschool, Little Speller, and Little Sight Words. 

Training students to use apps turned out to be much more 

simple than we thought, as the majority of our students 

had prior exposure to a smart phone.  Since each class-

room has a total of five iPads, we decided to integrate 

iPads into independent literacy workstations.  We began to 

introduce apps through gradual release, the same way we 

teach all other independent workstations. Teachers mod-

eled, had students practice, and then students completed 

activities independently at workstations. In addition, teach-

ers were given adaptors to connect their iPads to their in-

teractive boards, making the iPad screen large enough for the whole class to see during the ini-

tial sharing of an app. 

The next issue that arose was making sure students stayed on task and did not roam from app 

to app.  Fortunately, Apple created Guided Access in their new operating system IOS6.  Guided 

Access enables teachers to lock iPads on a particular app.  This allows students to focus on a 

particular app without the ability to roam to other apps while at an independent workstation.  

Having access to Guided Access minimized many of the management issues teachers were hav-

ing when students ended up on the wrong app at the wrong time. 

The goal for teachers during independent workstations is to work in small groups or one-on-one, 

addressing children’s academic needs.  This being said, teachers did not want to spend time 

fussing over technology that was not performing.  Inevitably, there was always an app that froze 

and did not want to function properly without teacher assistance.  To alleviate teachers from 

spending precious classroom time trying to trouble shoot and fix the problem, we created a 

SNAPSHOT FROM       
ELEMENTARY 
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management system that teaches children how to deal with the problem without interrupting 

the teacher. The management charts we created say the following:  

1. Please do not interrupt the teacher when your iPad is not working.   

2. Please put the iPad back where it belongs.   

3. Please read books from your book bag.   

Students have become proficient at following this management routine, knowing that the 

teacher will try to fix the iPad as soon as he/she is finished working with a small group or con-

ferring with a student.  

Integrating iPads is an ongoing process that will continue to evolve as technology develops.  

The initial integration has been a learning process and we are grateful to have worked collabo-

ratively during the initial implementation of this new learning tool.   

AA sk Penny 
by Penny Plavala, School Improvement Specialist for the Multnomah ESD 

Dear Penny,  
 
I am looking for a way to share various websites with my students without writing out long URL 

addresses.  Any ideas?  

 
Rhonda in Riverdale 

Hi Rhonda,  

I have a great idea for you:  Create a PortaPortal!  This is my go-to tool as I work as a literacy professional 

development provider across the state.  

A few years ago, I had this same dilemma, as I would type out 

8-10 really long URLs of my favorite websites on the back of 

meeting and workshop agendas.   

When I learned about a PortaPortal, I immediately knew this would be a handy location for me to post the 

websites I wanted participants to access during a training event – or reference afterwards.  I consider it my 

online “filing cabinet”.  

Easy to create?  Oh yes.  I started by identifying the topics listed on a workshop agenda: reading strategies, 

poetry resources, integrating technology, etc.  Under those topics, I listed my favorite websites.   

With one click, a teacher can open up the website that was referenced in my training and benefit from the 

valuable resources.    

Check out my Portaportal: http://guest.portaportal.com/pplavala 

Happy Learning! 

 

Penny Plavala, Board Member  

Portland Reading Council 

http://guest.portaportal.com/pplavala
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http://www.tagxedo.com 

Wordle (http://www.wordle.net/) and Tagxedo are word cloud applications online. You combine 

text and with shapes to create a visual display that is both appealing to the eye and informative. 

Tagxedo has taken the idea of Wordle  and made it more customi-

zable. The main difference between Wordle and Tagxedo is the 

graphic designs you can create with Tagxedo using text and de-

sign templates. I created the Tagxedo you see to the left by 

choosing from one of their stock templates (a tree) and using the 

following text: 

list:www~Taxedo~com   

Wonderful~Tool  

Uses~Blooms~Learning~Domains  

Allows~Creativity  

All~Content~Areas  

All~Grades  

 

 

 

 

Not only can you use Tagxedo’s stock 

templates, but it also allows you to up-

load your own photos to use as the 

graphic art. It has so many interesting 

and creative options, children and adults 

of all ages love it.   

 In my 8th grade language arts core clas-

ses, I had my students create a Tagxedo 

about the novel The Giver. I used the 

final product as a piece of summative 

assessment and the kids loved working 

on it.  

Tagxedo 

Debbie Tofte, Chehalem Valley Middle School, Newberg School District 

SNAPSHOT FROM       
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

It's~Free  

Use~Safari~Browser  

Customizable  

Fun~to~Create  

Use~as~Assessment   

 

Are you familiar with Wordle? If so, you will love Tagxedo! Say hello a great 

website you can use this week with your students with very little prep!  

http://www.tagxedo.com
http://www.wordle.net/
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Prezi, a free web-based presentation soft-

ware, takes traditional digital slide shows 

to a whole new level. The non-linear for-

mat twists and zooms between ideas in an 

engaging and totally unique way. Once 

you’ve mastered the basics using the web-

site’s helpful tutorials, creating attention-

grabbing book talks and other presenta-

tions is a snap.  

 

Prezi makes it easy to share visual infor-

mation that captures more attention than 

words alone. 

Incorporating videos, images, words, and 

music provides entry points for kinesthet-

ic, visual, and auditory learners alike. Em-

bedded images and videos can hook Eng-

lish language learners or reluctant readers 

into books that match their interests. Mul-

timedia also provides opportunities to build 

background knowledge and connect with 

the characters, action, and setting of the 

chosen book. Bring a historical novel to life 

by including relevant pictures or audio 

clips. Embed YouTube videos of celebrity-

read passages, set the mood with back-

ground music, or show an image of the 

story’s setting to add a little credibility to 

the book you're promoting. It’s easy! Just 

zoom over to www.prezi.com and get cre-

ating! 

 

Create Engaging, 

Zooming Book Talks 

with Prezi 

by Alison Herron 
Graduate Student,  
Portland State University  

http://mashable.com/2012/04/10/pinterest-teachers/
http://www.prezi.com/


PAGE 8 FALL 2012 

GCLR Webinars for Cutting-Edge  

Professional Development 

by Dot McElhone, Professor, Portland State University 

Are you looking for cutting-edge ideas to update your teaching practice? Would you like to learn 

directly from scholars who are shaping the field of literacy? Does professional development that 

helps you engage with both practical teaching tools and big ideas to broaden your perspective 

on literacy teaching and deepen your practice sound appealing? Global Conversations in Literacy 

Research (GCLR) might be just the resource for you. 

Throughout the 2012-2013 school year, GCLR is offering free, one-hour, interactive web semi-

nars (webinars) featuring international literacy researchers making a difference in the field. Ac-

cording to the program website, GCLR is “grounded in critical literacy, and sees as its mission to 

use new and emerging technologies to connect with global audiences and exchange ideas on 

literacy theory, research, and practice through free and open access to web seminars.”  

The October GCLR featured Dr. Allan Luke discussing applications of the 

Four Resources Model to schoolwide planning and curriculum develop-

ment. This approach encourages teachers at all grade levels to support 

students in learning to master the code of written text, to construct 

meaning with text, to use texts for everyday purposes, and to view texts 

through a critical, analytical lens. Luke and his colleagues, in their re-

search in a culturally diverse, low income school in Brisbane, Australia, 

found that student achievement improved when teachers provided in-

struction that was balanced across these four purposes, used culturally 

responsive pedagogies and materials, and engaged students with intel-

lectually rigorous content tied to current and contentious issues (such as 

climate change). 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming webinars and consider inviting colleagues to join you! 

You can access or subscribe to the webinars through the GCLR website: Global Conversations in 

Literacy Research 

Sunday, January 20, 2013 – 12:00 noon 

Dr. Julia Davies, University of Sheffield, UK  

(Im)Material Girls Living in (Im)material worlds: Identity Curation through Time and Space  

 

Sunday, February 17, 2013 – 4:00pm 

Dr. Patricia Edwards, Michigan State University and Dr. Susan Piazza, Western Michigan 

University 

The Impact of Family on Literacy Development: Convergence, Controversy, and Instructional 

Implications 

 

Sunday, March 10, 2013 – 4:00pm 

Dr. Bonny Norton, University of British Columbia, Canada  

Identity, Investment, and Multilingual Literacy 

 

Sunday, April 14, 2013 – 4:00pm 

Dr. Patrick Shannon, Penn State University 

Reading Wide Awake: Politics, Pedagogies, and Possibilities 

http://globalconversationsinliteracy.wordpress.com/
http://globalconversationsinliteracy.wordpress.com/
http://globalconversationsinliteracy.wordpress.com/2012-2013-web-seminars/julia-davies-january-20-2013/
http://globalconversationsinliteracy.wordpress.com/2012-2013-web-seminars/patricia-edwards-and-susan-piazza-february-17-2013/
http://globalconversationsinliteracy.wordpress.com/2012-2013-web-seminars/patricia-edwards-and-susan-piazza-february-17-2013/
http://globalconversationsinliteracy.wordpress.com/2012-2013-web-seminars/patricia-edwards-and-susan-piazza-february-17-2013/
http://globalconversationsinliteracy.wordpress.com/2012-2013-web-seminars/bonny-norton-march-17-2013/
http://globalconversationsinliteracy.wordpress.com/2012-2013-web-seminars/patrick-shannon-april-14-2013/


PAGE 9 THE READING FORECASTER 

Continued on page 10... 

Oregon Children's Theatre 

By Allison Davis, School Services Director, Oregon Children's Theatre 

In this era of email and text messages, it’s more exciting than ever to get a let-

ter in the mail. After we close a show at Oregon Children’s Theatre, packets of 

them start to arrive, decorated with drawings of actors and the stage. Words 

from students and teachers who recently attended field trips are some of the 

most satisfying feedback we receive at OCT:  

“We’ve never seen a play that close…the main character used a lot of interesting 

words that made it come alive more.” –Middle school student 

“My students could not stop talking about the play. They were comparing their 

favorite parts, talking about what was funniest, and comparing it to the book.” –

Classroom teacher 

The impact of live theater is both long-lasting and far-reaching. Seeing a play opens a doorway 

for conversations that continue long after a performance has ended. We hear stories of kids 

having passionate debates about a character or ‘the best part’, or 

reluctant readers eagerly looking for an author’s next book or 

asking what happens next. The titles in OCT’s seasons are titles 

that tell great stories—stories that keep a conversation going.  

We’re opened our 25th anniversary season at the end of October, 

and the titles this year are not only great books and great plays—

they are works that connect kids to the world around them and 

that ask big questions. Duck for President was more than a hu-

morous twist on election-season politics, it was a way to make 

politics relevant to young children, get them excited about the 

electoral process, and encourage them to think critically about 

the kinds of leaders they want representing their interests. Stu-

dents had the opportunity to vote for real presidential candidates 

before their field trip, and election results were announced from 

the stage after each performance.  

Other performances for primary grades turn beloved genres and 

fairy tales upside down and inside out, and celebrate unusual 

friendships all through the seasons. The Stinky Cheese Man and 

A Year with Frog and Toad are both lively musicals with very dif-

ferent styles of humor that make favorite stories larger than life.  

Titles for older students tackle big topics in otherworldly settings. 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe transports students to C.S 

Lewis’ beloved land of Narnia and into the middle of a conflict 

between good and evil in which the four protagonists learn what 

it means to act with honor and become a leader. Gathering Blue, 

a world-premiere adaptation of the second book in Lois Lowry’s 

Giver quartet, introduces a young woman with an extraordinary 

gift who is struggling to bring compassion and empathy into her 

dark dystopian society.  
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The desktop wallpaper on my school laptop features a room full of students, mostly 

boys, from last spring’s Skype session with author Todd Strasser.  I removed the scenic land-

scapes provided by Apple to show the more inspiring vision of students who just eight months 

earlier had vehemently declared that they hated reading, writing, and in some cases, school in 

general.  On the first day of school, a student named Ryan’s 

pen literally tore through the paper, describing his relationship 

with reading: “I HATE READING!!!”  However, my new wallpa-

per photo shows him leaning forward and learning from 

Strasser, his new favorite author. 

To the Canby High School teachers who have had these same 

students in their classes, this engaged, focused state in aca-

demics is a miracle realized.  In truth, the probability of my 

being ready to digitally capture this moment of engagement is 

a small miracle too.         

Allow me to explain this amazing transformation in just one 

word:  technology.  My reading classes began the first week of 

school with audio books loaded onto classroom iPods.   

I’ve found that magic can happen in the first three weeks of well-paced instruction with great 

YA titles. When paired with iPods and one-on-ones with students, these reluctant readers begin 

At OCT, we are committed to providing enriching field trip experiences and to offering every 

tool we can to make field trips accessible to students and teachers. Funding assistance for tick-

ets is available and we are committed to providing full and partial scholarship tickets to schools. 

For each production, we offer standards-linked Teacher Resource Guides, which     connect per-

formances to curriculum across the subject areas. We also offer free teacher preview nights, in 

which teachers are invited to see a show before bringing their students. Teachers each receive 

two complimentary tickets, and preview nights are kid-friendly! OCT also provides other free 

professional development opportunities for teachers, including 

backstage tours with our technical director, hands-on workshops, 

staged readings of new play development, and author Q&As. Past 

author appearances have included Louis Sacchar, Matt Phelan, 

Jacqueline Woodson, and Lois Lowry. 

One of OCT’s goals is to adapt and offer new programming to connect theater to issues facing 

students in their schools and communities. This season, we are holding our first ever playwrit-

ing contest for middle schoolers—The Bully Project. The project is seeking submissions for short 

10-minute plays on anti-bullying themes. Finalists will receive one-on-one mentoring with local 

playwrights and will be featured at a staged reading at OCT’s Black Box Theater in NE Portland. 

Cash prizes for first, second, and third place will also be awarded. Learn more about how you 

can help collaborate with us on this exciting project by visiting our website. 

Questions? Want to learn more about bringing your class on a field trip? Visit www.octc.org/

schoolservices, contact teachers@octc.org, or call (503) 228-9571. 

SNAPSHOT FROM       
HIGH SCHOOL 

Skype in the High School Classroom 

By Joan Flora, Canby School District 

 

Todd Strasser, Award-winning au-

thor of novels and non-fiction for 

elementary, middle-school, and 

high school readers. 

http://www.octc.org/schoolservices
http://www.octc.org/schoolservices
mailto:teachers@octc.org
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to develop into enthusiastic readers.  It took about five weeks for Ryan to 

develop, but lucky for us all, he already loved great stories long before we 

met.  Our daily twenty-minute SSR sessions soon became a happier, positive 

time for him. These sessions happen every school day, but we actually cele-

brate Fridays with a thirty-minute session because the former book-haters insist 

upon it. 

My class reads a lot, but that only includes two novels together.  Last spring while reading 

Stasser’s novel, Give a Boy a Gun, I stumbled onto his website, Todd Strasser, and discov-

ered that he had also struggled with spelling 

and grammar in school.  I knew my students 

would be interested in learning more about 

Strasser’s struggles and, through his web-

site, he offers free thirty-minute Skype ses-

sions for students.  How could I resist?  I 

emailed Strasser and the next morning he 

replied that he’d be happy to Skype with my 

classes.   

Students got busy capturing their questions 

about the writing process, views on gun con-

trol, and the question of whether Give a Boy 

a Gun could inspire a school shooting. 

Strasser’s book is violent, but the students 

concluded that it was a protest against violence and school bullying.  Strasser’s conversation 

with us was funny, smart, and inspirational.  My students loved him, and they carried his 

themes and struggles with violence into their Socratic seminars and essays.  

Technology and gadgets aren’t the only answer to our students’ literacy woes, but a balance 

between technology and complex tasks like reading and writing can work magic.  It worked 

for Ryan who can now list his favorite books, genres and authors, and even what’s on his list 

to read next.  I’m keeping his pen-torn note from a year ago to remind me of how far magic 

can carry us all. 

SNAPSHOT FROM      
HIGH SCHOOL  

Continued 

While not the exact photo I used on my desktop, this 

image does capture the students on that same day, 

while protecting their privacy.   

Hard work, dynamic dedication, and providing outstanding learning opportuni-

ties deserve a shout out. Throughout the year, PCIRA accepts requests from 

colleagues and parents to recognize people in the area of literacy that deserve a 

heart-felt pat on the back. This fall we recognized: 

 

 Doug Jenkins, Franklin High School, Portland Public Schools 

 Veronica Salisbury, Tualatin High School, Tigard-Tualatin School District 

 Amy Curtis, Reynolds High School, Oregon City 

 Holly Leonetti, District Office - Special Programs, Oregon City 

 Lynne Leake, Lewis Elementary, Portland Public Schools 

 Leslie Ankney, Mt. Tabor Middle School, Portland Public Schools 

 Annie Wolfe, Canby High School, Canby School District 

 Michael LaTorre, Lake Oswego Junior High, Lake Oswego 
 

PCIRA Literacy Shout-Outs  

http://toddstrasser.com/wordpress/


PAGE 12 FALL 2012 

Portland Reading Council  

Reaches Out to Kids in the  

Portland Community 

By Sarah Goldhammer, ATR & Resident Services 
Impact NW - Inspiring Hope. Empowering Independ-

This summer’s event with the reading council was such a treat for the 

kids.  I had no idea how many kids were going to show up for the event 

but word spread quickly around the building about all the activities go-

ing on in the community room and kids kept on showing up! We had a 

great turnout and everyone had a nice time. I was impressed by the 

variety of activities – when kids 

first came in they were greeted 

by a volunteer who helped them 

pick a book (to keep!), then 

they had the option of which 

station to go to. Choices includ-

ed a “mad-libs” table, arts and 

crafts, games (for all ages) and 

more. Parents who joined were 

excited by educational focus 

and it was nice for the families to receive a book (or two). At the very 

end we had a story time. All of the kids gathered around, enthralled by 

the book and enjoyed their delicious popsicles. Even after volunteers 

left kids were coming down to the community room because they had 

heard about all the fun. It was so nice to give the kids a special day of 

fun during the summer time – several of them are home all day and 

jump at the chance to do something new. I am very grateful to the 

Reading Council for their continued support, whether it’s books to keep 

our library full or events to connect with the residents, we are lucky to 

have such a wonderful group working with the kids and families at  

Eastgate Station. 

As we send our thoughts to the families and staff at Sandy Hook Ele-

mentary in Newtown, Connecticut, sage advice from a wise human 

being may help not only our students cope with understanding the 

tragedy on 12.14.12, but we adults as well: 

"When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my 

mother would say to me, 'Look for the helpers. You will always find 

people who are helping.' To this day, especially in times of disaster, I 

remember my mother's words and I am always comforted by realizing 

that there are still so many helpers – so many caring people in this 

world." 

-Mr. Fred Rogers  

Sending Thoughts... 
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Portland Reading Council 

Multnomah • Clackamas • Washington 

A local council of the Oregon Reading Association and 

affiliate of the 

International Reading Association 

 

 Visit us on the web at pcira.wordpress.com/  

Find us on Facebook! 

Portland Reading 

Council Board 
Members 

 

Joan Flora 

Canby  

Barbara Kutasz 

Portland 

Co-Presidents 

Nancy Wiebelhaus 
North Clackamas 
Secretary 

Susan Payne     
Tigard-Tualatin 

Treasurer 

Penny Plavala 
Multnomah ESD     
Membership 

 

At Large - 

Becky Bard, PSU 

Deb Borman, 
Parkrose 

Jackie Clee,    
Literacy Consultant 

Anna Davis, PPS 

DeAnne Fuhriman, 
Oregon City 

Sarah Hagestedt, 
Oregon Trail 

Barbara Head,      
Multnomah County 
Library 

Terri Hjelm, Retired 
(Portland) 

Joyce Iliff, PPS 

Barb Keller, Parkrose 
(Retired) 

Sharlline Markwardt, 
Oregon Trail  

Dot McElhone, PSU  

Debbie Tofte, 

Newberg,   
Forecaster Editor 

Nathan Traller, 
Beaverton 

 

- Mentor - 

Anne Kolibaba, 
Reynolds 

African American Read-In 

Come hear students, local celebrities, and community leaders read works by 

their favorite African American writers. This event is for adults and children. 

Sunday, February 10, 2013  •  2:00-3:30 pm 

North Portland Library 

512 North Killingsworth Street, Portland, OR 97217 

Literacy Coffee Hour 

Relax and enjoy the end of the school day with fellow educators. Bring a 

friend!  

Thursday, January 17, 2013  •  3:30 - 5:30 pm 

Free appetizers; No host beverages 

The Place To Be Coffee House 

190 NW 2nd Ave, Canby OR 97013  

Upcoming Dates 

http://pcira.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Portland-Reading-Council/146101925417712
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Portland-Reading-Council/146101925417712

